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attention is The Statue Room, an Historical Tale, by ^ Miss
Rossetta Ballin, published in 1790. The Recess is obviously
the author's model; the heroine of the tale is an unacknow-
ledged daughter of Henry VIII and her adventures are the
theme. The novel is a plain, straightforward, unimaginative,
lifeless narration. The statue room which gives the title to
the story was so called from its being lined with statues. It
plays scarcely any part in the book and does not make its
appearance till towards the very end. A mysterious sigh is
heard, and the innumerable underground passages here
afford one more instance of the establishment of their fashion
in Gothic fiction, A novel entitled Gabrielle De Vergy^ an
Historical Tate, which appeared the same year, has slightly
more colour. A twenty-five page discourse on chivalry forms
the preface to a story of the twelfth century. The scene is
laid in a castle in France. A priory, a hermitage, a tourna-
ment, Holy Wars, and King Richard are introduced into
the tale, while there is a provision of prophetic dreams and
depressing omens. The unique incident in the book is the
death of the heroine who breathes her last kissing the heart
of her lover which has been served up to her in an urn* To
the same type belongs The Siege of Belgrade, An Historical
Novel (i 791). Instead of England or France, the scene shifts
to Russia, and the author makes a tentative effort to depict
the customs of the country. A long note on the Russian
marriage ceremony finds a place in the tale. Veda, the
heroine, is the adopted daughter of Empress Catherine, but
she discovers her real father in the shape of a hermit in a
cave; she also finds a brother who is identified by a crimson
stain resembling the figure of a sceptre on his hand. An
addition too is made to the novelist's list of properties. "A
large piece of sapless rind was separated from the trunk" ot
a huge elm to provide a secret hiding-place. Both The Siege
of Belgrade and Gabrielle De Vergy are historical novels
dealing with scenes outside England. The expansive
movement which resulted in the popularity of medie-
val tales in the decade 1778-88 still continues. The spirit
of man was unfolding its wings and making longer
and longer imaginative flights. Distant ag6s had already